Notes by unknown
704 THE OPEN COURT.
"Do you fear truth? or is truth also dead?"
"I'll slay myself," he shrieked, "and end life's woe !"
"Nay," she replied, "you've done that long ago."
I. W. Heysinger.
NOTES.
In our frontispiece, "Called to the Colors," a modern Japanese painting by
Kiyokata Kaburagi, we see a young Japanese officer taking leave of his fam-
ily, mother, wife, and child. He is in the modern uniform of young Japan
while the women and children still retain the national costume of former
times.
A souvenir of the Chicago Schiller Centennial Celebration has appeared
in book form under the title Schiller-Gedenkfeier, and is for sale at Koelling
& Klappenbach's, 100 Randolph Street, Chicago, for $1.00 per copy (by mail
prepaid, $1.30). It is bound in buff linen with title embossed in red, and con-
tains appreciations from about eighty well-known people, together with a
number of portraits.
The Rev. Daniel Crosby Greene publishes a statement on The Christian
Movement in Its Relation to the New Life in Japan, (published for the
Standing Committee of Co-operating Christian Missions, Yokohama, 1904.
Pp. 245.), which is full of promise for Christian missionaries and explains
why both the Christians and native missionaries of Japan are patriotic and
faithful supporters of the present imperial policy. There is scarcely any need
to mention that the Japanese enjoy absolute religious liberty and that no ob-
jection whatever is made to Christian missionaries of any denomination.
"The Philosophy of Pain," by Dr. Ernest Crutcher, is a thoughtful
article which proves that the author has pondered deeply on the problems of
life. He has much to say that should be considered and remembered. His
line of thought would indicate that he is rather isolated, and his very style
seems to confirm it. Under these conditions we are not astonished to find
that his conception of the soul not only betrays a spiritualistic tendency, but
even as such it regards the soul as a stranger on earth. He says, for instance
:
"The soul is alien to this planet ; while here it is in the dark. Its lamps are
the five senses. If one lamp be put out the soul perceives only by the others.
The soul can suffer no physical pain for it is spiritual. When its mortal
senses are destroyed, it must flee away to its altersphere,—its alternity."
We believe that the soul has developed on this planet by and through and
with the activity of its body. We believe that the soul does feel physical pain,
for the spiritual is closely interwoven with the bodily life, and both are two
different spheres of action of one and the same reality. We do not intend to
enter into further explanations, for in spite of our discrepancies with Dr.
Crutcher on this very important part, we have read his article with satisfaction
and profit.
